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UNDERNUTRITION: 
CURRENT STATUS AND TRENDS

Stunting, wasting, underweight and micronutrient deficiency disorders
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There are high rates and large absolute numbers of stunted, underweight and 

wasted children of under five years of age in Bangladesh.
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Graphs ςBDHS 2011 (includes indicator data for 2004 and 2007), BDHS 1996/97, BDHS 1999/2000
*For 1996/97 and 1999/2000, WHO Algorithm was applied to convert from NCHS to WHO standards
Table ςBDHS 2011, Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2012-13
Utilization of Essential Service Delivery (UESD) survey 2013

Levels of child undernutrition have been dropping in Bangladesh since 1996. 

However, challenges still remain to keep indicators below WHO public health 

ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘǎ 

<5 years children (%) BDHS 2011 MICS 2012-13 UESD 2013

Underweight 36.4 31.9 35.1

Stunting 41.3 42.0 38.7

Wasting 15.6 9.6 18.1
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Overall, undernutrition rates have reduced between 2007 and 2011. However, 

wasting and stunting have worsened in some Divisions, particularly in Sylhet.
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